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2. Decree-Law abolishing Social Security Decree-Law 

MUSAWA supported the public demand to stop the Social Security Decree-Law, 
addressing the need to have a community dialogue and consensus in order for this 
legislation to be accepted by the people adhering to its provisions. In the wake of 
abolishing the decree Law on Social Security, MUSAWA issued a position paper welcoming 
the decision, yet highlighting remarkable amendments on the Palestinian Constitutional 
Order, the observation that was only addressed by MUSAWA. 

 

3. Decree-Law no. 7 of 2019 Amending the Constitutional Courts Act 

MUSAWA, asserting its position regarding the formation of the Constitutional Court and 
its structure and performance, published a position paper commenting on the new 
amendment of the Constitutional Court Act that came in the Decree-law no. 7 of 2019, 
and demanding the adherence to the provisions of the Decree-Law amending the 
Constitutional Court Act that were violated by the court itself. 

 

4. Decree-Laws 16 and 17 of 2019 Amending the Judicial Authority Act and Forming a 
Transitional High Judicial Council 
In the wake of publishing the two decree-laws in the official gazette, MUSAWA considered 
these attempted procedures of reform may turn into a massacre. Less than two months 
later, a number of 54 CSOs, called out by MUSAWA and Al Haq, issued a joint position 
paper demanding the abolishment of the two decree-laws and maintaining a date for 
general elections. Shortly after that, the Constitutional Court issued a decision to cancel 
the decree-law no. 16 and maintain no. 17. MUSAWA issued a position paper explaining 
how legalizing Decree-Law no. 17 on Forming a Transitional High Judicial Council impedes 
the efforts of reform. 
 

5. Draft Decree-Law Amending the Judicial Authority Act  
MUSAWA received a copy of a draft decree-law amending the Judicial Authority Act, 
which was signed and adopted by the Transitional High Judicial Council and submitted to 
the President to ratify. MUSAWA sent a letter to the President demanding him not to 
ratify, hence publish the decree-law in question. 
MUSAWA held a round-table discussion on this decree-law. MUSAWA also held meetings 
with other CSOs and with international organization to put pressure not to issue the 
decree-law. It was not published in the official gazette as planned. 
 

6. Decree-Law on Marriage Age 
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course of 2019, MUSAWA, in cooperation of Lawyers for the Rule of Law Groups (Friends of 
MUSAWA), held twelve legal meetings in the WB and Gaza that discussed different issues, which 
included: restrictions on media, practical issues of the Decree-Law on the High Criminal Court, 
militarizing the police, the privatization of judicial services and delegation of the Chamber of 
Commerce to settle the financial disputes between traders, combating torture, reality of trainee 
lawyers in Gaza, human rights covenants and amending the Judicial Authority Act, administrative 
appeals and proceedings, regulations of media, the governance law and principles, and 
guarantees of fair trial in cases of freedom of opinion.  

Since 2016, MUSAWA has maintained conducting regular meetings for Lawyer for the Rule of 
Law Groups (Friends of MUSAWA) in Gaza and the West Bank (Average of 12 meetings per 
year). These meeting were invested to discuss the violations documented by the groups and 
the updates within the justive system.  

 

 
Training Programs 
MUSAWA organized an intensive training course on forensic photography from a Human Rights 
Based Approach perspective attended by 25 participants, including 13 females, of members of 
Lawyers for the Rule of Law Groups (Friends of MUSAWA) and the PHRDs Network, and students 
of the Faculty of Law at Palestine University.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accumulative number of training programs held for Lawyers for the Rule of Law groups 
(Friends of MUSAWA) since 2016, in order to build their capacities as human rights defenders 







consultations to the complainants, or referring them to the competent authorities as well as 
holding meetings with the competent authorities. Complaints are sometimes withdrawn by the 
complainant before any action is taken. 

Based on the complaints it received, MUSAWA sent 32 original legal memos during 2019, 
addressed to different bodies according to jurisdiction. MUSAWA received 22 responses to these 
memos, by 68.75%. 

A featured collective complaint for blank passports holders, who were denied travelling. 
MUSAWA has been advocating for the right to a nationality and the right to movement, and this 
complaint has been widely discussed with competent authorities. MUSAWA is still campaigning 
for the right to nationality and movement. 

After establishing the M&E system in 2017, MUSAWA maintained a policy of reminder memos 
to the legal memos it sends to duty bearers, especially regarding the complaints. Out of 118 
legal memos sent to duty bearers, MUSAWA received 65 responses either positively acting 
upon the demand in the memos (such as releasing an arbitrary detained person) or explaining 
the situation from their perspective.  It is worth to mention that the response rate in 2018 and 
2019 recorded a remarkable improvement compared to 2017 (27% in 2017, and 70% in 2018 
and 2019 combined). 
 
In order to promote the online complaint system, MUSAWA published a brochure in 2017 (400 
copies), and maintained two promotion videos on its Facebook page with total organic reach 
of 27,000 people and actual views of 8,300.  

 

 

Outcome 3: Enhanced Access to Justice 
In order to maintain and strengthen the right to access to justice, MUSAWA has worked on the 
following: 

Enhancing Legal Skills and Knowledge of Young Lawyers and Legal persons 
Moot Trial Programs on fair trial guarantees 
In July 2019, MUSAWA, in collaboration with the Faculty of Law at Al-Israa University 
implemented one moot trial programs and a moot court on fait trial guarantees through 
presenting the facts and proceedings of prosecuting two criminal cases. A total of 16 participants, 
of which nine are female students, took part in this programs in Gaza. 

Evaluations of this activity showed the benefit gained by the participants in the training, where 
the average positive change in the participants' knowledge on a number of subjects was equal to 
40%, while they indicated an increase in their confidence in a number of skills by about 12%. 
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